
 

 

EULOGY OF BOBE YONG FRANCIS  

BY THE GOVERNOR OF THE NORTH-WEST REGION 
 

Bobe Yong Francis popularly known as Pa Yong, born in 1945 and who died on 

the 30
th

 of December 2013 after a protracted illness, was highly acclaimed for his 

numerous development projects in the North West Region. Being a veritable sports 

lover and promoter, media lover, development enthusiast and philanthropist, Pa 

Yong’s passing is a great and irreparable loss to the North West Region in particular 

and Cameroon in general. 

Our fallen hero was the founder and President General of the 2013 Cameroon 

Cup winners, Yong Sports Academy. A victory which made the North West Region 

come to limelight years after Kumbo Strikers were victorious. The victory of Yong 

Sports Academy was his vision which he worked so hard to realise but was finally not 

enjoyed by him. 

In the education domain, his foot prints in Secondary Education in the North West 

Region are indelible, his legacy in Higher Education immeasurable. Three High schools 

in the region are to his credit, Comprehensive High School Anyanjua-Kom, Progressive 

Comprehensive High school Mankon, Comprehensive High school Bambui.One Higher 

Institute of Learning, National Polytechnic Bamenda which today stands as the symbol 

of standards in the region and one football school, Yong Sports Academy which is the 

hope of the region in terms of sports and National Polytechnic FC. 
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Through his initiative, the National Polytechnic Bambui will be one of the higher 

institutions in Cameroon to offer a Master of Business Administration. 

In the media landscape, Pa Yong Francis is incomparable as he was the owner 

and brain behind the establishment of media organs such as CNTV-a local TV channel, 

Abakwa FM, Sky FM radio and the Focus newspaper which operates under National 

Polytechnic as a teaching guide for the students of Journalism and Media. Through 

these initiatives, a good number of people in and out of the North West Region have 

gained employment while millions of students in and across the diaspora have 

completed their studies thereby gaining useful knowledge in his institutions. 

To crown it all, he was an astute civil Servant who served the Cameroon civil 

service for about 22 years as Clerical and Confidential Secretary of the then Senior 

Divisional Officer, Mezam and Senior Clerical staff at the Sub Divisional Office, 

Bamenda He has equally proven his worth as a development oriented Cameroonian 

through his many development initiatives especially in his native village where he 

handled many posts of responsibility such as the president of the Belo Area 

Development Union. 

Through his works, he received many decorations and awards. In 1983, he was 

elevated to the Order of Knight of the Cameroon Order of Merit and later in 1994 as 

Officer of the Cameroon Order of Merit. He also had many decorations in the sports 

domain and was a first Division Referee for more than 18 years and an active member 

of the National Olympic Committee. He was equally the Provincial Coordinator of the 

Red Cross in charge of Training and Administration. 

He was, a man of outstanding qualities, an amazing, remarkable and accomplished 

man. A man who brought development and prominence to the North West Region and 

who made our nation proud. He shall greatly be missed by the education family, the 
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sports family, the media family, the entire North West Region and the Republic of 

Cameroon. 

We all have a great lesson to learn from the life of this great man which is the 

need to perform selfless, philanthropic and development exploits, not for selfish 

purposes but for the development of our communities, our region and our nation 

Cameroon. 

We should bear in mind that a man is not measured by the amount of wealth he 

accumulates but on the lives he has impacted directly or otherwise. 

May his soul rest in perfect peace. 


